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Why conduct a GHG Inventory?



Town of North Salem
Climate Action Plan: Goals
"The priorities outlined in this Climate
Action Plan will put the Town of North
Salem on a path to reach net carbon
neutrality as follows: XX% reduction in
greenhouse gas (carbon dioxide, methane
and nitrous oxide) emissions by 2030 and
net zero emissions by 20XX."
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GOALS
Lower the Town's energy use 

and operating expenses, 
reduce GHG emissions, gain 

NY State Climate Smart Community
certification, become a leading 

NYSERDA Clean Energy Community,
and position the Town for grants.
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The GHG Inventory counts towards NYSERDA's
CEC High Impact Action "Benchmarking" 
and NY State's CSC PE2 Action "Government
Operations GHG Inventory".
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What does the GHG Inventory cover?



THE TOWN OF NORTH SALEM – GHG INVENTORY 2019–2021



THE TOWN OF NORTH SALEM – GHG INVENTORY 2019–2021



THE TOWN OF NORTH SALEM – GHG INVENTORY 2019–2021

Year-over-year analysis of 
GHG emissions by:

Sector  •  Subsector  •  Property  • 
 Energy Source •  Scope
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What did we find?



2019-2021 
TOTAL
GHG

EMISSIONS
DOWN  

10%

2019-2021
GHG Emissions from

Streetlights
Down

43%
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Results

2021 GHG Emissions were 603 tCO2e – about the same as an
average passenger vehicle driving 1.5 million miles.



Transportation
Sector

51%
of Scope 1&2 

GHG Emissions 
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Just under 90% of Ruth Keeler
Memorial Library's GHG
emissions are attributable to
#2 fuel oil used for heating.



Highway Dept Fleet is
Responsible for

39%
of Total GHG Emissions 
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Conclusions & Recommendations
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Goals
25% reduction in GHG by
2030 from 2019 base. 
Stretch target: 40% reduction by
2030. 

2050 net zero target.

Climate Smart Community
Bronze Certification in 2022.

Conclusions
The Town is on the right
track and there are more
opportunities for emissions
reductions. 

Transportation is the biggest
emissions reduction opportunity. 

Replacing Buildings' #2 fuel oil
with lower emission heating
systems will significantly reduce
stationary emissions.

Recommendations
Yearly GHG inventory 
with manual, regular meter
readings and Scope 3.

Emissions Reductions
Replace Highway Dept Fleet with
EV/Hybrid vehicles.

Replace building oil burners
with heat pumps/geothermal.

Install rooftop solar on
buildings.
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THANK YOU!
 

QUESTIONS?


