




The Peach Pond  Mee�ng house site  and Quaker burial ground 

 

The site and the burial ground are within the 2.86-acre  Peach Pond Cemetery  on the east side of Peach 
Lake Road (Route 121).  (see atached map A)   The aerial view ( map B) shows the en�re property with 
the Quaker burial ground marked with a black border; the Mee�ng House site is in red. The area within 
the black border is to be landmarked.  

 The whole property is bounded on the south by 121 Restaurant and an auto repair shop on Dingle Ridge 
Road; on the north and east by private residen�al property; and on the west by Peach Lake Road.  The 
land is slightly sloped, higher than the road.  A stone wall runs parallel to the road.  Another stone wall 
borders the property on the other three sides.  About in the center of the property are the remains of 
the 1773 Peach Pond Mee�ng House :  the stone founda�on, the entrance steps and a moun�ng 
block/carriage step.  There are 36 inscribed gravestones in the original Quaker cemetery  da�ng between 
1813 and 1930 and many unmarked (in the Quaker tradi�on of simplicity) stones from the 18th and early 
19th centuries.  A gravel drive leads to and around  the graves and ruin.  On other parts of the property 
are more recent burials beginning in 1981 when the Town of North Salem purchased the property for a 
town cemetery. The ac�ve cemetery  is not part of the area proposed for landmarking.  

The Mee�ng House site and Quaker burial ground were important in the early history of the town in the 
Peach Lake area which was first setled  by Quakers. Having  setled on Long Island and in Flushing in the 
1600s, the Quakers did not get along well with the Dutch and began moving north  to Mamaroneck, 
Chappaqua, Peach Pond, Pawling, etc.  Here, among the first, were Palmers, Fields and Bloomers who 
held Society of Friends mee�ngs in their homes under the auspices of the Oblong Monthly Mee�ng in 
Pawling. A commitee from Pawling visited in 1760 and reported favorably that a Mee�ng should be 
setled here. In 1762 David Palmer deeded the land for the mee�ng house and burial ground to Samuel 
Field for the benefit of “friends who are in scorn called Quakers.”(see A, atached)  The Mee�ng House 
was  built in 1773. 

The clapboard Mee�ng House  was originally 20 X 30’ and enlarged to 30 X 32, in 1778. It had one 
opening with  two doors – one for men, one for women to enter their separate sides. The shuters and 
doors  were made of ver�cal boards.  The interior was simple – white-washed walls, plain benches and 
one small stove near the middle. (see B for several pictures of the building, including one of the 1879 
funeral of Will Bloomer).   The Mee�ng House was ac�ve through the Revolu�onary War  and served the 
community un�l 1810, when declining membership sent the remaining members to Goldens Bridge for 
regular mee�ngs.  The building was kept in good repair, and an annual mee�ng in August  and other 
events were  held there un�l 1964.   In April 1978 the Mee�ng House was destroyed by fire, accident or  
arson, as two boys were seen running from the building.  The stone founda�on, steps and moun�ng 
block/carriage step are s�ll there. 

Although the ac�ve membership was declining in 1810 and beyond, Quaker affilia�on was not.  Thirty- 
six friends -- Bloomers, Palmers, Ryders, Fields and Griffins -- were buried in the Quaker cemetery 
between 1813 and 1910. These are the families that lived near Peach Lake on today’s Bloomer Rd, Peach 



Lake Rd, Dingle Ridge Rd, etc. A mystery is the gravestone of  Catherine O’Brien, wife of Michael. Her 
stone includes a cross, and since the Quakers did not  decorate their stones, she  was clearly not a 
Quaker and was buried outside the burial ground.  Gilbert Bailey, a Quaker who served in the 
Revolu�onary War with a dis�nguished record , is buried on the edge of  the original burial ground 
because he violated the Quaker tenet of pacifism. 

The Bloomers, Fields, Palmers and others were not only serious about  their religion.  They were 
commited to educa�on, too. They built what is almost certainly the first schoolhouse in North Salem on 
William Bloomer’s property.  What became known as the Pine Tree School was built at least by 1784, 
when it was men�oned on a boundary in a deed.  

In the 1980’s , representa�ves of the county  examined proper�es in Croton Falls and around Peach Lake 
for their historic significance.  The Quaker Mee�ng House and Cemetery were among them. Both were 
enthusias�cally reviewed.  Frank Sanchis in his 1977 book American Architecture: Westchester County, 
New York writes about four of the county’s early mee�ng houses, including Peach Pond.   

In 1997-98 the independent Friends Mee�ng House Restora�on Commitee was formed with the hope 
of construc�ng a historically accurate replica of the Mee�ng House.  This did not happen. 

O�en discussed and argued is the origin of the names  Pequenakonck, the name of the Peach Lake area 
on the early Dutch maps, and Peach Pond, the name of the Quaker mee�ng here and the early name of 
of the  lake.  A Field family record says that Samuel and other  Fields came here from Peach Pond in 
Flushing, Queens.  The Queens historian did not know of a 17th or 18th century place named peach pond  
in Flushing but said there were many peach trees there at that �me. He suggested pursuing the ques�on 
at the Friends Historical Society at Swarthmore.   But “The Peach Pond” as the name of the lake appears 
on a 1702 map (County map  564, The East Patent Grant by King William III). Was the name on the 
original map or added to a later version? If it was on the original, that was many years before the Frields 
moved here. Strange.   Pequenakonck  is the Dutch atempt to  write a  na�ve American word whose 
meaning is lost.  Some claim Peach Pond is derived from Pech Quen that perhaps meant peach tree. 

When asked  about the origin/meaning of Pequenakonck, Na�ve American historian Evan Pritchard 
wrote, “ Pee-que can mean ‘shallow drinkable water.’ Also, the two words Konk and Honk as a suffix are 
o�en confused. Both have been translated by colonists as a hill or valley (between two hills) but in fact 
there are instances where HONK more likely refers to a waterfall coming down a hill. The CH is gutural 
and may be a plural here.  NA may be ‘near’ but that's just a guess.” 
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